
 

 

  THE CLICKING CLOCK   

Between 1973—2007, 49,523,945 babies in America 

were ripped from their mother’s wombs as though they 

were so much vermin.  God hates “hands that shed in-

nocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17) and He will send nations 

that practice the slaughter of innocents and other 

abominations down to hades (Hebrew—Sheol). 
Continued Back Page 

As it is written, “The wicked shall be turned into hell (Sheol) 

and all nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). 

 The masses who were Noah’s contemporaries were 

destroyed because of gross ungodliness (Gen. 6:11; Mt. 

24:37-39).  The people of Sodom were obliterated from the 

earth because of homosexuality and other sins including ar-

rogance (Gen. 19:5; Jude 7; Ez. 16:49-50).  One of the major 

reasons God destroyed the seven Gentile tribes (nations) out 

of Canaan was, as He told Moses, because “they burn even 

their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods” (Deut. 

12:31). 

 The word of the Lord says, “You who love the Lord 

hate evil” (Psa. 97:10).  Where are the saints in this genera-

tion that hate the shedding of innocent blood?  As the figures 

above show the most helpless of human kind in America are 

being slaughtered by the thousands daily.  Yet, we ask where 

are the television and radio preachers who follow the order 

of God to “Cry aloud, spare not; Lift up your voice like a 

trumpet; tell (the) people of their transgression” (Isa. 58:1). 
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ABORTION AND FORGETTING GOD 
 

Before abortion was made legal nationwide in January 

1972, pro-abortion forces touted abortion as a cure for 

many social ills. 

A 

TWENTY-YEAR RECORD 
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 1970    1990 

Illegitimate Births 10.7% 26.2% 

Children with single moms 11% 22% 

Violent Crime (per 100,000) 36.4 73 

Teen Suicide Rate 5.9% 11.3% 

Children on Welfare 8.5% 11.9% 

 One baby is aborted every 26 seconds 

 137 babies are aborted every hour 

 3,304 babies are aborted every day 

 23,196 babies are aborted weekly 

 100,516 babies are aborted monthly 

 1,200,000 babies are aborted annually 

Google:www.abortionfacts.com

URGENT MESSAGE FOR CHURCH BULLETINS!!! 

  

As this issue of Bulletin Briefs goes to press the airwaves are 

filled with the news that the California Supreme Court has made 

homosexual marriages legal and the New York Governor has 

said his state will accept such marriages. 

 Not only so, but the state authorities in Texas have 

been told by their supreme court that the 400 children rescued 

from a polygamist sect must be returned to that group. 

 Please write the two senators from your state, no mat-

ter what their politics are, and urge them to approve a federal 

marriage amendment for the U.S. Constitution.  The way for evil 

to triumph is for good people to sit on their hands.  Personal 

letters are better than email.  Address your senator at 241 Rus-

sel Senate Office Bldg., Washington, D.C.  20510 
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THE LOCAL CHURCH OF CHRIST:   

A COMMUNITY EXAMPLE 
M. H. Tucker 

 

 Some churches are not going and growing as they 

should in Christ, because of a lack of salt. Through careless 

living and indifference, they have been separated from the 

Lord Jesus and are now powerless. This is so much unlike 

Paul’s description of the church.  He wrote that Christ’s aim 

is to “present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 

without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27). 
 

The Salt of the Earth 
 

 After Christ described Christian character in what is 

called the beatitudes (Mt. 5:3-12), He passed on to the matter 

of the influence of Christian character.  Two metaphors make 

it clear that the Christian has a purpose or function in the 

world: “Ye are the salt of the earth...Ye are the light of the 

world.”  For it is written:  “Ye are the salt of the earth; but if 

the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted?  It is 

thence-forth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden 

under foot of men.  Ye are the light of the world.  A city set on 

a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a lamp and put it 

under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that 

are in the house.  Even so let your light shine before men; that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 

in heaven” (Mt. 5:13-16). 

 

 Three attitudes toward the world are open to the 

Christian.  First, he may conform to the world, but this is for-

bidden:  “And be not fashioned according to this world: but 

be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God” (Rom. 12:2).  Second, he may practice asceticism.  

Centuries ago, the practice of isolating oneself from the world 

was believed to be the road to holiness.  However, the state-

ment of our Lord, “Ye are the light of the world,” does not 

allow a Christian to live in isolation.  In fact, asceticism is no 

help in overcoming the world.  We read of such: “Which 

things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and 

humility, and severity to the body; but are not of any value 

puts one’s evil mind on parade.  “Let no corrupt speech pro-

ceed out of your mouth” (Eph. 4:29).  Again God’s word says, 

“But now do you also put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, 

railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth” (Col. 3:5). 

 

 We must also abstain from strong drink; yes, even a 

social drink.  For it is  written;  “For the time already past is 

sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, 

having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, ca-

rousals, drinking parties (emphasis added) and abominable 

idolatries” (I Pet. 4:3). 

 

 Edgar Allen Poe, one of America’s great writers, said, 

“I learned to love the flavor of good wine sitting at my father’s 

table.”  Poe died an alcoholic.  Only eternity will reveal how 

many souls will be lost because someone encouraged social 

drinking. 

 

 The church must be warned if she remains pure before 

the community.  Paul wrote, “Now we exhort you, brethren, 

warn the unruly…” (I Thess. 5:14).  Timothy received the 

charge: “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others may 

fear.”  Titus was told, “speak these things, exhort and rebuke 

with all authority” (Titus 2:15).   

 

 In order to maintain a good example before the com-

munity, withdrawal of fellowship may be necessary.  This will 

challenge men to live right.  “Now we command you, brethren, 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw from 

every brother that walketh disorderly…” (II Thess. 3:6).  “And 

if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 

and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed” (II 

Thess. 3:14).  Again the Holy Spirit stated through Paul:  “I 

wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that is named 

a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a re-

viler, or a drunkard, or an extortioners; with such a one no, 

not to eat” (I Cor. 5:11). 
  

 When we do the above, the church will not have to 

resort to entertainment, build elaborate buildings or secure an 

outstanding speaker to attract the community.  The great chal-

against the indulgence of the flesh” (Col. 2:23).  The only al-

ternative then is to influence the world around us. 

 

 The great need in every community and every nation is 

more saving salt, that is, Christian character.  More salt would 

have saved Sodom and Gomorrah.  If ten righteous persons 

could have been found, they would have been preserved.  The 

crying need throughout the world today is not more oil, but 

more salt.  It is not intercontinental ballistic missiles which 

will preserve a nation, but Christian character — salt and light. 

 

 Oh, for the need of saving salt!  It is the enemy of 

spiritual and moral decay; it is a preventive of corruption.  

Christian character is essential to keep the world from disinte-

grating.  Wisdom dictates that we discard many things before 

we discard salt.  A home can do without TV, carpets and ste-

reos, but not salt.  A city can do without a mass transit railway 

or escalators, but not salt. 
 

When Salt Loses Its Savor 
 

 Jesus said, “But if the salt have lost his savor, where-

with shall it be salted?  It is good for nothing, but to be cast 

out and to be trodden under foot of men” (Mt. 5:13).  Just as 

the church of Christ will influence a community to adopt a 

high standard of morals by her example, she can contribute to 

the downfall of a community through worldly living.  The 

psalmist prayed that he would not be guilty of this,  “Let not 

those who hope in thee be put to shame through me, O Lord 

God of hosts; let not those who seek thee be brought to dis-

honor through me, O God of Israel” (Psalms 69:6).  “Only let 

your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ 

(Philippians 1:27). 

 

 A Christian must be careful about dress.  When Chris-

tians dress in thigh high skirts, skin tight jeans, flesh colored 

capri pants and skimpy swimsuits, they bring reproach upon 

the church.  Christian women must never provoke the lustful 

gaze.  For it is written:  “Ye have heard that it was said, “Thou 

shalt not commit adultery; but I say unto you, that every one 

that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adul-

tery with her already in his heart” (Mt. 5:27-28).  Watching 

television lewdness and computer porn endangers one’s soul. 

 

 A Christian must guard his speech.  A filthy tongue 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven”    (Matthew. 5:16). 


